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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts 
730 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, MA 02476 
Phone: 781-316-3000 

webmasterWtown.arlington.ma.us 


May 15 2008 Meeting Minutes 

Arlington Human Rights Commission Minutes - Final 
May 15, 2008 


Present: Sheri Baron, Christine Carney, Christine Deshler, Jorge Loayza, Nick Minton, Chair, Nancy Rhoads, M arlene Schultz, 
Bill Shea, Nancy Sweeney 

Absent: M arlissa Briggett, Vita Cohen 

Open Forum: 

An Arlington resident came before the Commission to request consideration of a complaint she has agginst the Mass. School of 
Law regarding their refusal to give her the necessary fonn to transfer to another school. Chair M inton explained the complaint 
process and informed her that the Commission would be considering her complaint later in the meeting and would notify her of 
their decision. 

Review of April Minutes - Minutes accepted as amended by nine commissioners with 2 abstentions 

Race and Place Dialogue Series Update - Commissioner Carney gave an update of the recent meeting she attended. The 
Commission continued discussion of the four-part video presentation by Laura Weiner (Arlington Affordable Housing) and 
expressed continued concern if it is suitable for everyone. The possibility of taking the program to the high school with a 
facilitator on a regular basis was considered. Updates will continue as to the progress of this program. 

Networks and Coalitions 

Arlington Common Threads - (ACT) - There was more discussion on approaching social action committees of the churches in 
town on what’s happening in their congregations regarding diversity. 


MAHRC update - Commissioner Sweeney reported the next meeting at Medford City Hall would be on May 30 th at 9:30 AM in 
the Council Chamber Room. The Russian guests of the Worcester Community Program will discuss Human Rights issues. 

Incident and Complaints 

Colonial Village incident - Commissioners Rhoads, Shea and Sweeney reported on their meeting with the complainant on May 
12 th ' The registered letter to the defendant has been returned as ‘undeliverable’ - they spoke of the concerns of the case and 
reported that the case is an ongoing investigation and updates will follow. 

Resident Law School complaint - After much discussion and because she is not claiming discrimination, it was determined that 
the Commission does not have jurisdiction of this case. Commissioner Shea made a motion and Commissioner Deshler seconded 
the motion that we do not have jurisdiction regarding this matter. Notice of this decision will be mailed to the complainant. 


(Please turn over page) 


APD tagging incidents - Two incidents were reported in the Park Avenue area - There was discussion on these incidents with a 
decision that no action will be taken by the AHRC - Chair M inton will write a letter on behalf of the AHRC to The Studio and the 
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Park Avenue Congregational Church expressing our concerns of these type of incidents. 

Hate literature Drop - The distribution drop was on Saturday, April 26 1,1 in the Gray Street and Marathon Street areas and has 
been considered as a ‘small drop’ - Chief Ryan reported to Commissioner Shea that the policy of the APD is to pick up materials 
of this type on all public property and in this case that policy was followed. It was decided that too much time has passed for a 
Rapid Response notice but to be more effective, all future incidents must be reported and action taken immediately. After much 
discussion it was decided that Commissioner Rhoads will draft a letter for the Arlington Advocate and copies will be made and 
distributed to all members at the Town Meeting on Wednesday, May 21 st . Commissioner Rhoads made a motion that as part of 
our response to hate drops the Human Rights Commission must respond to this kind of hate in our community and notice of 
incidents should be sent from the AHRC to the Town List and The Arlington Advocate with a suggestion that a donation be made 
to an organization such as The Southern Poverty Law Center or other similar organization. Commission Schultz seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. It was decided that all future questions and media calls should be directed to the Chair 
of the Commission and the Rapid Response Subcommittee must be proactive and meet anytime an incident happens for a quick 
and flexible response. 

S ubcommittee Reports - 

Dialogues - Program on bullying has been scheduled for December 3 rd at Robbins Library (Mass. Aggression Reduction Center) - 
other programs are still being decided. 

S chools - Commissioners Rhoads, Shea and Sweeney met with Superintendent Levenson and found a disconnection with the APD 
with the recent poster incident at the High School. Discussion continued on the means for better communication with the schools, 
principals, superintendent, APD school liaison and if our focus should be geared more to the Middle School. The Commission will 
continue to work with this problem. 

Policies and Procedures - no report this month 
Rapid Response/Publicity no report this month 

Other Business 

Notice of date and place for June meeting will be sent to Commissioners. 

Commissioner Schultz moved to adjourn. Commissioner Camey seconded. The meeting was concluded. 


Submitted by: 
Marylynn Carnell 
Staff Assistant 
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